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The following is a list of some programs that may be complementary to the goals identified in your petition for designation of an Agricultural Enterprise Area.  To determine if any of these programs could help you to meet your specific objective or business need, contact the program directly.  Please note that this is not a comprehensive list and there may be existing programs not identified here that will be useful in meeting your goals and objectives.

Buy Local, Buy Wisconsin

· Typically larger scale projects; up to $50,000 grants.
· http://datcp.wi.gov/Business/Buy_Local_Buy_Wisconsin/BLBW_Grants/index.aspx 

· Teresa Engel at DatcpBLBW@wi.gov; 608-224-5101

Producers First 

· Available to individual producers with a local markets focus; up to $3,000 for technical assistance

· http://datcp.wi.gov/Business/Buy_Local_Buy_Wisconsin/Producers_First/index.aspx 

· Keefe Keeley at Keefe.keeley@wi.gov; 608-224-5095

Agricultural Development and Diversification Grant Program

· Typically large scale projects that will add value to or improve use of agricultural resources, and will create new enterprises and opportunities in the food and agricultural industry; up to $50,000 grants.
· http://datcp.wi.gov/Business/Grants_and_Financial_Aid/index.aspx 

· Mike Bandli, mike.bandli@wi.gov; 608-224-5136

Specialty Crop Block 

· Typically larger scale project designed to enhance the competitiveness of Wisconsin specialty crops in either domestic or foreign markets and must provide a benefit to more than just the applicant; grants between $25,000 and $200,000.
· http://datcp.wi.gov/Business/Grants_and_Financial_Aid/Specialty_Crops_Grants/index.aspx 

· Juli Speck, Juli.Speck@wi.gov; 608-224-5134.
Grazing Lands Conservation Initiative Grant Program
· Grants offered in three categories; education, research or technical assistance

· http://datcp.wi.gov/Farms/Grazing/index.aspx 
· Laura Paine, laura.paine@wi.gov; 608-224-5120
Purchase of Agricultural Conservation Easements

· Grants help with purchase of easements on agricultural land for agricultural use.

· http://datcp.wi.gov/Environment/Working_Lands_Initiative/PACE/index.aspx 

· Lisa Schultz at (608) 224-4604 or LisaJ.Schultz@Wisconsin.gov
Something Special from Wisconsin

· Identifies your product as “Something Special from Wisconsin” 

· http://datcp.wi.gov/Business/Something_Special_from_Wisconsin/index.aspx 

· Contact: datcpssfw@wi.gov
Farm Center
· Provides services to farmers and agri-business, including assistance with farm transfers, financial counseling, and farm mediation. 

· http://datcp.wi.gov/Farms/Wisconsin_Farm_Center/index.aspx 

· Contact: 1-800-942-2474; farmcenter@wisconsin.gov 


Dairy 2020

· Three separate program available including; Dairy 2020 Early Planning Grant (EPG) for start up, modernization, and expansion of Wisconsin dairy farms; Milk Volume Production program for financing necessary to fill the "equity gap", Dairy Manufacturing Facility Investment Credit for modernizing or expanding dairy manufacturing facilities in Wisconsin
· http://commerce.wi.gov/BD/BD-AgriBusiness.html
Business Employees' Skills Training (BEST) Program
· Help small businesses in industries that are facing severe labor shortages upgrade the skills of their workforce
· http://commerce.wi.gov/BD/BD-BESTprogram.html 
Economic Development Tax Credit

· May provide tax credits for eligible business activities.
· http://www.commerce.state.wi.us/bd/BD-ETC.html
· Todd Jensen at 608/266-3074 or Todd.Jensen@Wisconsin.gov
Rural Economic Development Program

· May provide working capital or fixed asset financing for businesses
· http://commerce.wi.gov/BD/BD-RED-Program.html
· Contact area development manager at http://commerce.wi.gov/BD/BD-AreaDevManagers.html 

Rural Business Enterprise Grant (RBEG) Program

· Grants for rural projects that finance and facilitate development of small and emerging rural businesses 

· http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/busp/rbeg.htm 

Rural Economic Development Loan and Grant (REDLG) 

· Provides funding to rural projects through local utility organizations

· http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/busp/redlg.htm 

Biorefinery Assistance Program Biorefinery Assistance Loan Guarantees (BIOREFINERY) 

· Assist in the development of new and emerging technologies for the development of advanced biofuels

· http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/busp/baplg9003.htm
Rural Energy for America Grant Programs (multiple programs) 

· Provide grants for energy audits and renewable energy development assistance

· http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/busp/REAPEA.htm
· http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/busp/9006grant.htm 

·  http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/busp/REAPFEAS.htm 

Rural Energy for America Program Guaranteed Loan Program (REAP LOAN) 

· Encourage the commercial financing of renewable energy

· http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/busp/9006loan.htm
Value-Added Agriculture Producer Grant program 
· Grants may be used for planning activities and for working capital for marketing value-added agricultural products and for farm-based renewable energy

· http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/coops/vadg.htm 

SARE Funding Opportunities
· Multiple grant programs for a variety of purposes; Research and Education, Professional Development, Producer, On Farm Research/Partnership, Sustainable Community Innovation

· http://www.sare.org/grants/
· 612-626-3113; ncrsare@umn.edu
Rural Business Opportunity Grants
· Primarily a training and technical assistance program to promotes sustainable economic development in rural communities with exceptional needs 

· http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/coops/rbog.htm )
Know your farmer, know your food initiative 
· Website with summary of some of the programs above, as well as others

· (http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/knowyourfarmer?navtype=KYF&navid=KYF_GRANTS )


Focus on Energy

· Resources on increasing profits and productivity by controlling energy use

· http://www.focusonenergy.com/Business/Agribusiness/ 

· 800.762.7077 or email us at focusinfo@focusonenergy.com
The Wisconsin Bioenergy Grant Program

· The goal of this new Wisconsin Bioenergy Grant program is to assist facilities (business, NGO or state and local government) in getting biomass energy projects built in Wisconsin within two years.

· http://www.energyindependence.wi.gov/
· Contact: Amanda.mott@wisconsin.gov 
Early Planning Grant (EPG)

· Through the Wisconsin Entrepeneur’s Network, the grant helps businesses obtain the professional services necessary to evaluate the feasibility of a proposed start up or expansion

· http://www.wenportal.org/ToolsandResources/FinancingYourBusiness/Grants1/EPG.htm 

· 608/263-7805 or email wengrants@wenportal.org
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